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Schuster was still completing his student teaching requirements at Thomas Star King Middle
School in Los Angeles but was hired with an emergency credential, and he's remained at
Valley View ever since.
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He admits it was a rough beginning. A newcomer, he replaced Larry Elginer, a popular and
respected director who transferred to Simi Valley High.

"It was a tough first year," Schuster said. "They were all his students and they loved him,
rightfully so."

Today, Schuster's classes are among the most popular at the school: His students number
230, while another 50 are on a waiting list. He calls the music room his "laboratory," and he's
at ease discussing everything from U.S. history to college football. Unless he has a meeting,
he spends an hour after school helping students.
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A trumpet player who tutors at his home when he has time, Schuster spent 10 years in charge
of the choir program. His band program includes the only middle school strings section in the
district.
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Schuster lives in Simi Valley with his wife of 22 years, Vicki, and their four children, David, 20,
Amy, 18, Anna, 17, and Joshua, 14.

Schuster said he can be demanding at times, but that's only because he wants to see all his
students succeed.

"The vast majority of my students come to me with no experience," he said. "l want my
students to be bright and have a good attitude and be willing to put the effortin. . . . | like to
contrast it with a sports analogy: No one sits on the bench in band or orchestra. Everyone has
an important role to play."

The Lew Roth Award winner said he has no intention of slowing down or moving elsewhere,
which is music to the ears of his students, their parents and his colleagues.

"I have no plans of retiring soon," said Schuster, who has been asked many times by the local
high schools to move up. "I can see myself doing this for another 15 years."
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